
A Father’s
love

We hope this short Bible 
study and devotional will 
bless you as you reflect 
on God’s fatherly love 
and compassion.

Gleidson and his 
daughter, Marília
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Throughout the Bible, God is 
described as a loving Father.  
One who knows us, watches over 
us and delights in our growth. 
God’s fatherhood is marked by 
faithfulness, patience, compassion 
and steadfast love.
Our own experiences of fathers and father figures are, 
inevitably, imperfect. Sometimes those imperfections 
are small and ordinary; sometimes they’re deeply painful. 
Scripture doesn’t ignore that reality. Instead, it points us 
to a God whose love is perfect and unconditional, whose 
care never wavers and whose presence is constant.

God’s fatherhood shows us what love is meant to look 
like: a commitment to see others flourish, to protect what 
is precious and to walk patiently alongside those who 
are growing. We can thank God for every glimpse of love 
we’ve received and trust in his healing comfort when it’s 
been absent or damaging.

The father 
heart of God

As a father has compassion 
on his children, so the Lord 
has compassion on those 
who fear him.”
Psalm 103:13
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God’s heart  
of compassion

11 To illustrate the point further, 
Jesus told them this story: “A man 
had two sons. 12 The younger son 
told his father, ‘I want my share of 
your estate now before you die.’ 
So his father agreed to divide his 
wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger 
son packed all his belongings and 
moved to a distant land, and there 
he wasted all his money in wild 
living. 14 About the time his money 
ran out, a great famine swept over 
the land, and he began to starve. 15 
He persuaded a local farmer to hire 
him, and the man sent him into his 
fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young 
man became so hungry that even 
the pods he was feeding the pigs 
looked good to him. But no one 
gave him anything.

17 “When he finally came to his 
senses, he said to himself, ‘At home 
even the hired servants have food 
enough to spare, and here I am 

dying of hunger! 18 I will go home 
to my father and say, “Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and 
you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of 
being called your son. Please take 
me on as a hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his 
father. And while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him coming. 
Filled with love and compassion, he 
ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him. 21 His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, and I am no longer 
worthy of being called your son.’

22 “But his father said to the 
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest 
robe in the house and put it on him. 
Get a ring for his finger and sandals 
for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we 
have been fattening. We must 
celebrate with a feast, 24 for this 
son of mine was dead and has now 
returned to life. He was lost, but now 
he is found.’ So the party began.

The parable of the lost son 
L U K E  1 5 : 1 1 – 2 4  ( N LT )

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells 
the story of a father who, filled 
with compassion, runs towards 
his returning son. The father 
doesn’t wait for an apology to 
be completed or for shame to 
be resolved. He moves first, 
restoring dignity, belonging  
and relationship.

We see that compassion is not 
passive. It is love that notices, 
moves closer and acts for the 
good of another. This is the 
compassion we see in God: a 
Father who runs towards us, and 
a Saviour who draws near to 
those on the margins.
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2
In the story, the 
father runs to meet 
his child.

• �What does this tell 
us about the heart 
of God?

• �How does this 
shape your 
understanding of 
fatherhood, care  
or authority?

3
How does Jesus’ 
teaching and 
example, seen 
throughout the 
gospels, inspire 
you to show God’s 
fatherly love to 
others?

4
Compassion in 
Scripture often 
means noticing those 
who are overlooked.

• �Who might God be 
inviting you to ‘see’ 
more clearly today?

• �What could 
compassion look 
like in a simple, 
everyday way?

1
What stands out 
about how God 
responds to people 
who are vulnerable, 
ashamed or 
excluded?

5
Reflecting on 
fatherhood can 
bring up many 
emotions.

• �Where might 
you need God’s 
compassion for 
yourself?

• �How might God be 
inviting you to pass 
that compassion 
onto others?

Use these questions to help you 
reflect on Luke 15:11–24. You may 
wish to sit quietly with the passage, 
write down your thoughts, or talk 
them through with someone.

Not having a 
father in my life 
made me 
understand 
what a father 
means for kids.” 
Gerald, formerly  
sponsored child
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and even when they are old  
they will not turn from it.”

P R O V E R B S  2 2 : 6
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