Malaysia introduces new regulated sea areas

Malaysia has introduced two new regulated sea areas near the eastern approaches to the Traffic
Separation Scheme in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore. The regulations affect routing, anchoring,
speed, cargo transfer and bunkering operations.
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Malaysia has established a Marine Sensitive Area (MSA) and Designated Fairways or
Sea Lanes near the eastern approaches to the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) in the
Straits of Malacca and Singapore. The MSA took effect on 11 September 2026 under
the Marine Sensitive Area Notice 01/2026. It aims to protect, preserve and conserve
marine resources and to prevent and reduce pollution.

These measures are the latest development in Malaysia’s broader regulatory
approach to waters east of Singapore, complementing Malaysia's Exclusive Economic
Zone Regulations 2026 and affecting areas often known within the industry as the
Outer Port Limits (OPL).

MARINE SENSITIVE AREA UNDER REGULATION 3 AND FAIRWAYS OR SEA LANES UNDER REGULATION 5
OF THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE REGULATIONS 2026
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Key restrictions affecting vessels

Prohibited within the MSA, except for search and rescue, anchoring due to vessel

Anchoring

damage, or combating specific pollution incidents.

Cargo vessels and oil tankers exceeding 300 metres in length and 40 metres in width are
Vessel size

not permitted in the MSA,
Speed Vessels must navigate within the MSA at no more than 12 knots.
Cargo transfer Not permitted unless written permission has been obtained from the Government.
Bunkering Bunkering operations are not permitted within the MSA.

Vessels and their activities must not kill, take, destroy or disturb flora or fauna in the
Marine life

MSA.



Changes to traffic patterns near the eastern
approaches to the Singapore Straits

In addition to the operational restrictions, the MSA may affect traffic patterns at the
eastern approaches to the Singapore Strait. Some westbound vessels may remain
south of the area before turning towards the westbound lane, rather than joining the
traffic flow further east. This may lead to greater concentrations of converging and
crossing traffic near the eastern approaches to the Singapore Straits, increasing
collision risk and bridge team workload. Operators should consider these altered
traffic patterns during voyage planning and ensure bridge teams maintain
heightened situational awareness when approaching the area.

Fairways or
Marine Sea Lanes
Sensitive Sea

Area (MSA) /

Tracks of two westbound cargo vessels exceeding 300 metres in length and 40 metres in breadth altering their
approach and remaining south of the MSA before entering the Singapore Strait. Source: Windward Maritime Al™

Platform

Enforcement and potential penalties



According to Gard’s local correspondent, SPICA, Malaysian authorities may conduct
compliance checks of vessels within the MSA area. Vessels that are unable to
produce the required approvals or authorisations may be detained. SPICA also
advises that breaches of the MSA Notice may lead to prosecution before the
Malaysian courts. Penalties may be significant and can reportedly reach MYR
1,000,000. That said, as the regulation is new, uncertainty remains regarding the
practical enforcement approach, particularly for vessels that are merely transiting
through the new MSA area and have no intention of calling at Malaysian ports.

Operators should also be aware that previous enforcement actions by the Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) against vessels anchoring within Malaysian
territorial waters without the required approvals have resulted in vessels being
detained, fined, and, in some cases, required to provide financial security before
being allowed to proceed. For further background, see Gard's article, " Reminder -
Anchoring in Malaysian Waters off East Johor ".

Recommendations

» Review voyage planning procedures for vessels operating in the area and ensure
that the areas identified in MSA Notice 01/2026 are incorporated into passage plans,
routing assessments, and operational risk reviews.

» Ensure masters and bridge teams are familiar with the restrictions applicable within
the MSA, including entry limitations, anchoring prohibitions and speed
requirements.

» Engage local agents and, where necessary, the relevant Malaysian authorities when
planning operations in the area.

» Consider the use of designated anchorages where appropriate and monitor
regulatory developments and enforcement guidance issued by the Malaysian
authorities.
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