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"Accidents will happen, and the identification of risks, 

and possible ways to reduce and prevent them, are key 

priorities for everyone at Gard”
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ARE MORE ANCHORS LOST NOW THAN BEFORE?
ANCHOR LOSS AND ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020

Source: Gard claims data
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WHICH SEGMENTS ARE LOSING MORE ANCHORS?

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

                                          

                        

ANCHORS LOSS AND ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020
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Source: Gard claims data



DOES VESSEL AGE MATTER?
ANCHOR LOSS AND ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020

Source: Gard claims data
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5 years

7 years
13 years

10 & 11 years

Are anchor losses an early midlife crisis?



WHERE ARE THE ANCHORS LOST?
ANCHOR LOSS AND ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020

Source: Gard claims data

6



DOES ANCHORING FREQUENCY AND 
TIME AT ANCHORAGE MATTER?
ANCHOR LOSS AND ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020
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Average frequency of 

number of times anchored per year

Average frequency of 

duration at anchor per year

A vessel with an anchor claim, dropped the 

anchor on average 28% more frequently 

than a vessel without an anchor claim

A vessel with an anchor claim, spent 

on average 27% longer time at anchor 

than a vessel without an anchor claim
Picture source: www.shipmap.org

Graph source: Gard claims data & AIS movement data

http://www.shipmap.org/


DOES BAD WEATHER MATTER?
ANCHOR LOSS & ANCHOR REMOVAL CLAIMS STATISTICS, 2015 - 2020
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Average frequency of time spent in bad 

weather during the course of a year

Bad weather defined as 

Beaufort force 8 – 12

A vessel with an anchor claim spent on 

average 18% longer time* in bad weather 

than a vessel without an anchor claim 

Source: Gard claims data & AIS movement and weather data. *Time spent in bad weather during the course of a whole year and not only while at anchorage.



CASE STUDY 1 – ANCHOR LOST AT HIGH SEAS
CROSSING A MONSOON WHILE UNDERWAY FROM FUJAIRA TO MOMBASA
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Vessel type: 2700TEU container ship

Class: DNV

Length: 221m



CASE STUDY 1 – ANCHOR LOST AT HIGH SEAS
EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE

10

Was the chain stopper and break engaged during the voyage?



CASE STUDY 2 – ANCHOR LOST AT ANCHORAGE
NORTH WESTHINDER ANCHORAGE OUTSIDE ANTWERP
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Vessel type: 17000TEU container ship

Class: DNV

Length: 369m

Westhinder anchorage



CASE STUDY 2 – ANCHOR LOST AT ANCHORAGE
MISSING ANCHOR HEAD AND FLUKES
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The circled in part is missing

3.7m



CASE STUDY 2 – ANCHOR LOST AT ANCHORAGE
NOTIFICATION TO PORT AUTHORITY, CLASS AND INSURANCE
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Inform Port Authority Inform Insurers

“  i  i        if            f  u  
vessels have sustained damages 
to port anchor during anchor 
heaving up operation at 
Westhinder anchorage, Antwerp.

We have received notice from the 
Port Authority regarding this 
incident and have been asked 
what measures we as Owners are 
taking for retrie                .”

Inform Class



CASE STUDY 2 - ANCHOR LOST AT ANCHORAGE
SEARCH AND RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS - GRAPNEL HOOK & SONAR SCANS
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Two possible spots identified using 
side scan sonar and magnetometry

Object with dimensions approx. 
3.4m x 1.5m

Object with dimensions approx. 
6.0m x 1.5m

Centre point: Theoretical anchor position.
Orange circle: Side scan sonar search zone (r=600m)
Blue circle: Observations from magnetometry search 
zone (r=150m)

Not possible to identified the 
contours of the anchor. Can only 
be verified by further diving works 

Grapnel hook



CASE STUDY 2 - ANCHOR LOST AT ANCHORAGE
SEARCH AND RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS - DIVING WORK
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The lost anchor 
was not found

Port Authorities: Owners will remain liable for any damage 
caused at later time by a lost anchor remaining on the seabed



CASE STUDY 3 – LOST ANCHOR DURING LAY-UP
SEVERAL LARGE CRUISE SHIPS TEMPORARILY LAID-UP IN EUROPEAN WATERS
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RECENT HIGH-RISK ANCHOR DRAGGING CASES
ARE WE SEEING AN INCREASING TREND?
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Sources:

www.safety4sea.com/ntsb-investigation-dragging-anchor-leads-to-ships-collision/

www.australiancybersecuritymagazine.com.au/police-charge-ships-master-over-cut-telecommunications-cable/

www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-10-06/coast-guard-boards-cargo-ship-california-oil-spill-probe

http://www.safety4sea.com/ntsb-investigation-dragging-anchor-leads-to-ships-collision/
http://www.australiancybersecuritymagazine.com.au/police-charge-ships-master-over-cut-telecommunications-cable/
http://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-10-06/coast-guard-boards-cargo-ship-california-oil-spill-probe


ANCHOR AWARENESS
RECOMMENDATIONS

Source: www.gard.no/web/content/anchor-loss

18

Most anchor losses are preventable!

• Know when to leave the anchorage 

• Know the limitations of the anchoring equipment 

• Knowledge transfer, training and mentoring of crew 

https://www.gard.no/web/content/anchor-loss

