Shipping lithium-ion cells in containers

The Cargo Incident Network System (CINS) has just released its “Guidelines for Shipping Lithium-ion
Cells in Containers”. The publication has been produced in collaboration with the International
Group of P&I Clubs and the TT Club.

Published 24 June 2025

The information provided in this article is intended for general information only. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the information at the time of publication, no warranty or representation is made regarding its
completeness or timeliness. The content in this article does not constitute professional advice, and any reliance on such
information is strictly at your own risk. Gard AS, including its affiliated companies, agents and employees, shall not be
held liable for any loss, expense, or damage of any kind whatsoever arising from reliance on the information provided,
irrespective of whether it is sourced from Gard AS, its shareholders, correspondents, or other contributors.



The Guidelines provide shipowners, operators and carriers with safety standard
guidance for the carriage of lithium-ion cells, classified under UN Nos. 3480 and
3481, in containers.

The Guidelines focus on the specific risks associated with shipping lithium-ion cells.
Lithium-ion cells are the primary elements of a battery and are different from
lithium-ion batteries in structure and configuration. The cells present a higher risk
during transportation than new, non-waste lithium-ion batteries.
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