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First lines ashore! Do we understand the risk?

A number of fatalities and serious injuries have occurred across the maritime
industry due to parting of mooring lines. Our loss prevention poster highlights the
fact that the first line ashore has the highest potential to snap given the level of load

it can experience to steady a moving vessel.
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In most mooring operations, the first lines are required to get and hold the vessel in
position until the remaining mooring lines are sent ashore and vessel is safely
moored. This could lead to the first lines, usually the fore and aft spring lines,
experiencing significant loads. Without any load or tension indicators the crew
operating the winch may not come to know if the line has been tensioned beyond its
breaking load. This makes the first lines highly susceptible to part and snap back
causing a tragic incident.

While the bridge team would focus on positioning of the vessel, it is the
responsibility of the mooring crew to fully understand the associated risks and
communicate these back to the bridge team. The safety of the mooring operations
rests predominantly with the mooring crew and how well all the risks are
communicated and understood within the team and with the bridge team.

Further information
Alert Are you snap safe?

Case study Gard%20AS%20-%20Case%20study%20n0%2021%20-
%20Mooring%20operations.pdf

Gard Guidance to Master: On deck - mooring and unmooring

Loss Prevention poster gard_poster28_firstline_lores-01.pdf

The information provided in this article is intended for general information only. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the information at the time of publication, no warranty or representation is made regarding its
completeness or timeliness. The content in this article does not constitute professional advice, and any reliance on such
information is strictly at your own risk. Gard AS, including its affiliated companies, agents and employees, shall not be held
liable for any loss, expense, or damage of any kind whatsoever arising from reliance on the information provided,
irrespective of whether it is sourced from Gard AS, its shareholders, correspondents, or other contributors.


http://www.gard.no/go/target/29017131
https://assets.eu.ctfassets.net/jchk06tdml2i/43500ff982ce4639b8d3c58a62fe8161/cc9751e3e11e09ecd82338fba35158a5/Gard_20AS_20-_20Case_20study_20no_2021_20-_20Mooring_20operations.pdf
https://assets.eu.ctfassets.net/jchk06tdml2i/43500ff982ce4639b8d3c58a62fe8161/cc9751e3e11e09ecd82338fba35158a5/Gard_20AS_20-_20Case_20study_20no_2021_20-_20Mooring_20operations.pdf
http://www.gard.no/web/publications/document/chapter?p_subdoc_id=6515&p_document_id=6208
https://assets.eu.ctfassets.net/jchk06tdml2i/a1cef9a04e3f432da018e7f3c93bb742/e1b6a18073593a043f1fafec98695473/gard_poster28_firstline_lores-01.pdf

