When in doubt, assume you
are overtaking.
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Do you know that in an overtaking situation
vessels spend far greater time in close
proximity than at any other time

An overtaking situation might not be clear cut every time. Take for instance a classic dilemma where
two vessels whose speeds differ marginally are on a converging course.

Published 05 November 2019

The information provided in this article is intended for general information only. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the information at the time of publication, no warranty or representation is made regarding its
completeness or timeliness. The content in this article does not constitute professional advice, and any reliance on such
information is strictly at your own risk. Gard AS, including its affiliated companies, agents and employees, shall not be
held liable for any loss, expense, or damage of any kind whatsoever arising from reliance on the information provided,
irrespective of whether it is sourced from Gard AS, its shareholders, correspondents, or other contributors.



One vessel could treat it as a crossing situation and the other as overtaking. Any
ambiguity has to be resolved by assuming Rule 13 (Overtaking rule) applies and the
vessel with the greater speed should act to pass the other at a safe distance, and
conditions permitting astern of her.
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