
Are you snap-safe?
Use of worn mooring lines, overtightening of the brakes, or sudden movements of the ship are

some of the main reasons for ropes straining beyond their breaking limits and parting. Parting of
tensioned mooring lines has been associated with some of the worst human injuries, and loss of

life registered in Gard’s claims portfolio.
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The victims are usually the crew handling the line, the winch operator and/or the supervising
officer. A parting line has the potential to flex the whole distance from the place where it parts to
the place where it is attached. A typical example can be found in this investigation report by the
Swedish Accident Investigation Branch.

During the pre-mooring tool box talks, crew members should discuss not only the hazards of
snap-back but also potential snap-back zones. Depending on the mooring pattern, the
configuration of these unsafe areas can change. It is therefore not recommended to mark these
zones on decks as it may give the seafarer standing outside the painted zones a false sense of
security. Code of Safe Working Practices (2015 edition) recommends that “a bird’s eye view of
the mooring deck arrangement is produced to identify danger areas” and that “the whole
mooring deck may be considered a danger zone.” Crew members are also recommended to look
out for each other and if a fellow crew member is standing in a potentially unsafe area, then they
should be warned.

Further information

Case study: type: asset-hyperlink id: 43500ff982ce4639b8d3c58a62fe8161

Loss Prevention poster: type: asset-hyperlink id: e636b4b5f75645f5963887cac4726c8c

Be careful with lines under tension

"Stop, Think, Stay Alive" - understanding the risks in mooring operations

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.havkom.se%2Fassets%2Freports%2FEnglish%2FRS2014_03e.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Crandi.gaughan%40gard.no%7Ce51f88315faa4247d77208d798e1583d%7C8da49d14e54e453a95c22185582c7233%7C0%7C0%7C637145967310122378&sdata=ESYRP0OvhWRqcPmRWw5fkoEdXWed4K6ZCsroBA%2FJoGc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-safe-working-practices-for-merchant-seafarers-coswp-amendment-7-2022

